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          Since experiencing online learning I have changed my mind about how I teach and learn.  First off I have noticed a definite structure in classroom planning.  With online learning it seems to flow much easier than sitting in a classroom.  One reason this could be is due to the amount of thought needed to create an online class.  Before you can put your lessons out on the net you have to think about where you are going with those lessons.  I also enjoyed the fact that at any time I could go back and reflect upon my statements in class.  In a traditional learning environment students add their thoughts, but aren’t asked to reflect on how their way of thinking has changed.  For a lot of students they don’t keep a record of their ideas, online classes allow their thoughts to constantly be achieved.  I also enjoyed the ability to be able to share my ideas without the worry of being wrong in front of an audience.  If I am wrong, my classmates will let me know, but in a less stressful environment compared with a traditional class.  Another difference is the ability to continue learning after the allotted times for learning.  I find I work much better in the evenings than during the day.  This is true for some of my students as well.  I enjoyed the flexibility of times I could work and where. 
     In the future I can see myself working with other teachers to improve classroom instruction through use of technology.  I would like to teach classroom teachers how to better their instruction through learning themselves.  Teaching at a charter school allows me many opportunities to be creative with my teaching.  Lately both the public school and the charter school I am working for have shown and interest in creating an online program for students in both schools.   I have been asked to work on this project due to the fact that I have taken the online classes offered through Michigan State University and have shown an interest in strengthening teaching through technology.  This year will be the first year my students will be given their own Mac Laptop.  I’m hopeful that this tool will allow for great inquiry and learning opportunities.  I want to use podcasting in my social studies class encouraging students to share their ideas with a wider audience and gaining a feeling of purpose.
     I would like to continue my learning by applying for my doctorate degree.  It is my goal to share ideas with other teachers and work with curriculum committees in districts.  If I could somehow encourage a link with rural schools with universities to provide Professional Development for teachers or resources for students that would be an incredible collaboration. 

  

